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PREFACE 


HE great deſign of the duty 


of prayer, is, to expreſs, un- 
der an actual ſenſe of the preſence 


of Gop; thoſe good ſentiments, and 


pious diſpoſitions, which it is proper 
for us to- entertain and cultivate 
within us, conſidered as dependent, 


reaſonable, and ſocial creatures: and 


particularly, as creatures made cap- 
able of knowing one Supreme Mak- 
er and Governour of all things, and 
plainly accountable to him for our 
whole conduct. The ſentiments I 
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mean, are ſuch as ariſe from our de- 
pendence upon Gop; from our obli- 
cations and duty to him; and from 
our relation to one another, as par- 
takers of human nature, and mem- 
bers of human ſociety, And then 
only it is, that we fully anſwer the 
deſign of this duty, when we per- 
form it in ſuch a manner, as thar it 
may have a good effect upon our- 
ſelves, by keeping up the juſteſt 
ſenſe in our minds, of all ſuch im- 
portant conſiderations as are the true 
grounds of our faith and hope in 
Gop; and the ſtrongeſt motives to 
our own conſtant practice of all 
that is good and praiſe-worthy. This 
indeed, I always conſider as the 
great end of prayer, as well as of 
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faith: and cannot forbear thinking 
that, in order to be effectual with 
Gop, it muſt be uſeful to our- 
ſelves, 

With a conſtant regard to this no- 
tion, I have drawn up, for the uſe 
of ſuch as have no better helps at 
hand, the following FokRms. They 
contain in them, confeſſion of fins; 
petition for all good things; praiſe 
and thankſgiving to our great and 
good Governour; and znterceſſion 
for the whole world of underſtand- 
ing beings: all which are now, by 
cuſtom, comprehended under the 
common word, prayer. | 
In what relates to confeſſion, I 
have purpoſely choſen ſuch general 
expreſſions as it may be proper for 
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all to make uſe of; and avoided ſuch: 
particular ones, as they, who know 
their own paſt life to deſerve them, 
and think ſeriouſly of repentance, 
may eaſily ſupply to themſelves, if 
they judge it neceſſary. They alone 
are conſcious of the particularities of 
their own condition: and, as no o- 
ther perſon can truly know them, 
no other perſon can pretend exactly 
to adapt any words to them: But, 
for ſuch as have happily, through 
the kind diſpoſitions of providence, 
preſerved themſelves innocent from 
the common vices of the world a- 
bout them; I eſteem it but an ill re- 
turn to almighty Gop, for theſe to 
put themſelvesuponalevel with thoſe 
unhappy perſons who have lived inan 
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habitual courſe of wilful ſin; and a 
falſe humility, to ſpeak of them- 
ſelves to almighty Gop, as if they 
were guilty of crimes in which they 
are not conſcious they ever bare any 
part; or as if they thought, he made 
no diſtinction between the beſt and 
the worſt of his intelligent creatures, 
in this imperfect ſtate. 

Neither could I here ſuffer my- 
ſelf to direct any Chriſtians to alk 
the pardon of their fins, upon the 
bare confe/ion of them; or to ex- 
pect it merely upon their entreating 
forgiveneſs for the ſake of Fe/us 
Chriſt: but have thought it agree- 
able to the gebe to make it their 
own diſpoſition and act, to aſk and 
expect forgiveneſs, as his diſciples, 


and the {fe which is to come. 
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upon his conditions only, viz. the 
forſaking their ſins, and the actual 
amendment of their lives. 

In the petitioning part, I have 
been careful not to lead Chriſtians to 
aſk any thing of almighty Gop, but 
with ſuch ſubmiſſion, upon ſuch a 
foundation, and ſuch reaſons, as are 
ſuitable to the nature of things, and 
the religion which they profeſs: in- 
termixing many of thoſe conſider- 
ations, which may leave a laſting 
and deep. impreſſion upon their 
minds, of their on duty, both 
with reſpect to proſperity and ad- 
verfity z to the fe which now is, 


In the part of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, I have endeayourcd ta ſpeak 
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of the perfections of Gop's nature, 
and the inſtances of his goodneſs to 
us, in ſuch a manner, as to lead us 
to imitate what we acknowlege ſo 
lovely; and to ſhew the ſincerity of 
that gratitude, which his mercy na- 
turally requires, in the practice of 
every thing that is acceptable to our 
great Benefactor: being perſuaded 
that the expreſſion of our inward 
ſenſe of his perfections, and the re- 
memberance of the particular reaſons 
upon which our thankfulneſs ought 
to be founded, are of no avail, with- 
out taking into the account the na- 
tural tendency of all, to the influ- 
encing our behaviour, and the con- 
firming us in an univerſal obedience 
to him. | 
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In the intercęſſions for others, I 
have endeavoured to regulate every 
expreſſion by the rules of univer- 
fal love, and of true Chriſtian be- 
nevolence towards the whole rati- 
onal creation, I cannot, indeed, 
but think that there is no part of 
what is comprehended under the 
name of devotion, or prayer, more 
acceptable to Gop, or more truly 
beneficial to ourſelves, than this ; 
which, perhaps, we are not always fo 
ſenſible of, as we ought to be. The 
expreſſion of our good-will and ex- 
tended benevolence towards all our 
fellow - creatures is ſo becoming us, 
both as we are men, and as we are 
Chriſtians; that it cannot but recom- 
mend us to the favour of him, who 


ee F AO. xi 


is the God of love, and the Father of 
all beings. And this expreſſion, of- 
ten and ſerioufly repeated, cannot 
but awaken the kind affections, 
where they are drooping; and keep 
them alive, and enlarge and increaſe 
them, where they are awake; 
whilft our underſtandings and hearts 
go together. 

I have, therefore, done my endea- 
vour to adapt this part to the purpo- 
ſes of rational and ſocial creatures, 
in ſuch manner that, in the uſe of 
it, they may be acceptable to Gop, 
by pouring before him the overflow- 
ings of benevolent hearts; and cul- 
tivating in their own ſouls the love 
of mankind : cheriſhing by this 
means every virtue that regards 
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the good of human ſociety; and 
improving all that beneficence of 
temper, and ſweetneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion, upon which the happineſs of 
others around them may depend; 
and which it is the peculiar glory of 
the Chriſtian religion to heighten 
and enlarge towards the whole 
world, 

The three firſt forms are propoſed 


for the daily uſe of well-diſpoſed Chri- 


ſtians in their cloſets. But to make 
my deſign the more complete, I 
have added a form of a much great- 
er length, and drawn out into many 
more particulars, than the others. 
This is not preſſed upon any good 
Chriſtian, as if ſo long a form were 


neceſſary: but only prepared and 
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placed here, for the uſe of thoſe who, 


upon ſome more ſolemn or particu- 
lar occaſions, may think it of great 
advantage to ſpend more than ordi- 
nary time in this good employment. 
And to theſe forms, (which are de- 
ſigned for perſons retired by them- 
ſelves,) I have ſubjoined a prayer for 
a family, adapted both to the morn- 
ing and evening; that it may be at 
hand for the uſe of any perſons who 
have not thrown off that part of 
worſhip, uſeful not only to them- 
ſelves, but to all about them: and 
with the ſame view have added a 
number of ſelect collecis out of the 
common- prayer of our church, that 
they may be ready for ſuch as may 
like them better for the ſervice of 
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their families, than other compo- 
ſures. | 

May all, who ſhall think fit to 
make uſe of theſe forms, ſincerely 
endeavour to bring with them a ſe- 


rious temper, and fixed attention of | 


mind, ſuitable to ſuch a duty ! © by 
* all means ſtriving” (if I may uſe 
the words of biſhop Taylor) * to 
obtain a diligent, a ſober, an un- 
* troubled, and a compoſed ſpirit:“ 
conſidering prayer (as he deſcribes it 
in another place) as ** the peace of 
ce our ſpirit, the evenneſs of recol- 
ce lections, the reſt of our cares, and 
* the calm of our tempeſt: on one 
hand, not uneaſy for want of any 
ſuch commotion of mind, as cannot 


be a neceſlary part of the duty, be- 


; 
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cauſe it is not in the power of every 
Chriſtian ; and, on the other hand 
utterly avoiding the great evi/ of acold 
and unconcerned ſpirit ; which, in- 
deed, is a ſtate of mind abſolutely 


| inconſiſtent with all ſenſe of the pre- 


ſence of Gop, and all belief of the 
importance of what they pretend to 
be about, 
In a word, my great deſire in what 
I now offer, is to conſult the real 
ervice of thoſe Chriſtians who are 
ontent to converſe with Gop, and 
hemſelves, in a manner becoming 
eaſonable creatures, and moral a- 
vents ; whoſe praiſe it is to be guid- 
2d, in this, and every other inſtance 
df their practice, by the principles 
and motives they can underſtand : 
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And my great aim is to direct them 


to perform this duty under the con- 
duct of their underſtandings ; with 
ſuch an earneſt intention of the 
mind, through every ſtep of it, as 
may preſerve their thoughts from 
being drawn aſide by the ſtrength o 
any ſort of paſſion ; or from being 
interrupted by any wilful and in- 
excuſable careleſſneſs. And I have 
now nothing left but to pray that 
the whole may be found as truly ſer- 
viceable to ſuch Chriſtians, as it 1 
{incerely deſigned to be ! 
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Particular PERSONS. 


1. A ſhort PRAYER at firſt riſing, 
in the Morning. 


T becomes me, O Lord! before 
the thoughts of this world find 
any place in my mind, to lay 

hold on the firſt opportunity this 
day affords me, of worſhipping thee 
my Creator and Governour. I adore 


the perfections of thy nature; and 
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acknowlege thine undeſerved good- 


neſs to me, I bleſs thee for every 
inſtance of it, through my whole 
life: and at this time particularly 
for the watchful care of thy good 
providence, by which I have been 
ſecured from the dangers of the laſt 
night. I entreat of thee alone, as 
the Father and Judge of mankind, 
the pardon of every wilful tranſ- 
greſſion, and omiſſion, of my duty, 
through my whole lite, I beg this 
upon thoſe terms only, which the 
holineſs of thy nature, and the de- 
clarations of Jeſus Chriſt, have mark- 
ed out to us. I here acknowlege 
myſelf thy creature, and thy ſer- 
vant, and the diſciple of thy Son; 
and as ſuch obliged by all the ſtrict- 
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eſt ties of duty, gratitude, and inte- 
reſt, ſincerely to ſearch out and per- 
form thy will; and never wilfully 
to offend againſt thy holy laws. I 
now entreat thy fatherly goodneſs. 
towards me; and beg of thee, the go- 
vernour of the world, protection and 
favour: profeſſing before thee, my 
entire dependence upon thy wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs. Defend me, 
J beſeech thee this day, from all 
dangers, and ſad accidents. Guard 
me, by the diſpoſitions of thy good 
providence, from all the ways of ſin: 
and lead me for ward in the paths 
of all virtue, towards the perfection 
of a reaſonable and moral agent here, 


and the happineſs prepared for him 


hereafter, Accept, O LokD, this 


C 2 


20 Forms of Prayer. 


my firſt ſervice of thisday, according 
to the goodneſs of thine own nature 
declared by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, our 
LoRD : in whoſe name, and in 
|} | whoſe words, I farther call upon 
11 thee. 


| Our Father which art in heaven ; 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
| come, Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven, Give us this day 
our daily bread, And forgive us ur 
| | treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
| treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from |, 
evil : for thine is the kingdom, the, 
power, and the glory, for ever and}, 
ever, Amen, } 
c 


— — —— 
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2. A ſhort PRAYER at Night, juſt 
before going to Bed. 


GOD, my great Creator, 
Preſerver and BenefaQtor! I 
approach thee with the ſincereſt re- 
verence and humility, to pay the laſt 
acknowlegements of this day to thee, 
before my eyes are cloſed with fleep. 


{I praiſe and magnify thy name for 


all thy mercies ; particularly, at this 
time, for thy preſervation of me 
through the paſt day ; and for that 
tender care and guidance of- thy 
merciful providence, by which I 
have been defended from all the great 
evils, both natural and moral, with 
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which this imperfect ſtate ſo much 

abounds. Whatever of good or 
happineſs I enjoy, to thee I give the 
praiſe of it, and to thy favour, My 
wilful imperfections, and failings ; 
my tranſgreſſions, and neglects, in 
any inſtances of thy law and my 
duty, I truly repent of, I take the}/ 
ſhame of them to myſelf ; and ſeekf 
the pardon of them from thy father 
ly mercy and goodneſs alone. For- 
give me, I beſeech thee, upon the: 
terms of thy Son's goſpel, whatſo 
ever thou hait ſeen amiſs in any part 
of my conduct, through the paſt 
day: and take me, and all in whom 
I am concerned, into thy care andf 
protection through this night. De 
fend us, if it be thy holy will, fron 


| 
( 
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ch] the deſigns of evil men; and from 
or | every thing terrible and hurtful, 
he | And lead us all, in the paths of thy 
My || good providence, to everlaſting life 
's and happineſs, through thy fatherly 
in goodneſs and thy love to mankind, 
my declared by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
the Lord; in whoſe words, I conclude 
cekſthe ſervices of this whole day. 
her- Our Father which art in heaven; 
For-Fallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 theFome. Thy will be done on earth, as 
atſo Jt is done in heaven. Give us this 
party our daily bread. And forgive us 
paſſſu/ treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
-hondre/paſs agarn/l us And lead us not 
„ andp:to temptation ; but deliver us from 
Delhi: for thine is the kingdom, the 
fron wer, and the glory, for ever and 


er. Amen. 
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z. A longer PRAYER, to be uſed at 
any other Time of the Day. 


GOD, who art the Father 
and Lord of all beings, and 
glorious in all perfection! I thine un- 
worthy creature and ſervant, in the 
deepeſt ſenſe of my own manifold 
imperfections, approach thy divine 
majeſty ; beſeeching thee, out of 
the abundance of thy goodneſs, to 
be merciful to me. I acknowlege 
that many have been my failings and 
neglects through the courſe of my 
life : and that, if thou ſhouldit be 
extreme to mark, and to puniſh, 
what is, in every degree, and every 
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inſtance, amiſs; I could not hope 
for any portion of thy favour. But, 
O Lox, the goodneſs and rectitude 
of thy nature; and thy holy goſpel 
preached by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
encourage me to hope in thee for 
mercy and forgiveneſs: and there- 
fore, as his diſciple, in expectation 
of thy favour upon the terms declar- 
ed in that goſpel, I earneſtly be- 
ſeech thee to forgive every thought, 
every word, and every action, by 
which I have in the leaſt degree 
offended thee, or tranſgreſſed the 
rules of virtue, and true religion, 
from the beginning of my rational 
life, to this hour. And this I beg, 
ſincerely reſolving to endeavour after 
a greater degree of perfection ; and 
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a greater conformity to thy holy will 
for the time to come : and hoping, 
on this condition alone, to be receiv- 
ed by thee to favour here, and eter- 
nal happineſs hereafter, 

Accept, likewiſe, the acknow- 
legements of my heart and mouth, 
which are ſo indiſpenſably due to 
the perfections of thy nature; and 
thy goodneſs to thy creatures. I 
adore, and celebrate, the unalterable 
glories of thy power, adorned and 
directed by unerring wiſdom and 
goodneſs : and bleſs and praiſe thee 
for every inſtance of thy tender re 
gards to me, and to all the childre | 
of men. I bleſs thee that, when i 
pleaſed thee to bring me into being], 
I was made capable of knowing an 
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vil imitating thee, and of enjoying thy 
NS» | favour. I bleſs thee that I have been 
called to the knowlege of a religion, 
A |} from which I have received many 
and great advantages, aſſiſtances, 
and opportunities, towards the an- 
ſwering the true deſign of my creati- 
on. I bleſs thee that, by the diſpo- 
ſitions of thy good providence, I have 
been led to a juſt (ſenſe of the ex- 
cellence of virtue, and of the impor- 
tance of true religion ; and that this 
| a} ſenſe hath been improved by the beſt | 
thee examples and ſentiments of others, 
er re and by many peculiar inſtances of 
ildre thy merciful care and goodneſs. 
hen i} 1 praiſe thy holy name for all that 
beinglthy Son Jeſus Chrift did, and 
Ng 2NItaught and ſuffered, in this wall 
D 2 
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in order to redeem mankind from 
the power and puniſhment of their 
ſins; to lead them more effectually 
to the knowlege of thee, and the 
practice of their duty ; and to con- 


firm to them the reaſonable hope of 


being immortally happy hereafter. 
For theſe and all thy mercies, which 
reſpect another and a better life than 
the preſent, my ſoul doth magnify 


| thee, O Lok p, and all the powers 


within me praiſe thy holy name! 
Nor ought I to neglect to thank 
thee for thoſe many inſtances of thy 
mercy, by which thou haſt made 
my eſtate in this ſhort and uncertain 
life, much happier than it could 
have been without them: for afford- 


ing me not only all the neceſſary 
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ſupports, but many of the moſt de- 


ſireable conveniencies, of ſuch a 
ſtate, Continue, O Lok p, I é be- 
ſeech thee, theſe thy temporal fa- 
vours to me, if thou ſeeſt it conſi- 
ſtent with my chief and eternal good: 
if not, lead me to eternal life in 
whatever paths thou ſeeſt fit. I 
reſign myſelf, and all my concerns, 
into thine hands; and entreat thee 
to be my guide, and my governour, 
unto death. Let the ſenſe of theſe 
thine undeſerved mercies inſpire me 
with ſuch a gratitude as may ſhow 
itſelf in the ſuitable returns of a good 
life, and holy converſation; and 
with ſuch a love of thee, as may ex- 
preſs itſelf in the keeping thy com- 
mandments. 
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Whatever moral imperfections 
there are ſtill in me; direct me to 
the knowlege of them, and to the 
proper means of putting an end to 
them: and aſſiſt me, by all the 


methods of thy wiſdom and good- 


neſs, in the great work I have to 
do; the perfecting my mind in all 
that is truly excellent; and the work. 
ing out my ſalvation in the me- 
thods agreeable to thy holy will, and 
to the obligations of a reaſonable and 
moral agent. 

I beſeech thee likewiſe, to be 
merciful to the whole world. In- 
lighten the dark corners of it with 
the true knowlege of thee, and of 


thy goſpel, in its ſimplicity : and 


ſow the ſeeds of all virtue and happi- 
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neſs in all parts of it. Lead all pro- 


„Led Chriſtians to truth, and righ- 
e teouſneſs, and peace; that fo they 


o may be an honour to the religion 
\e | they profeſs. Put an end to idola- 
try, and ſuperſtition, and all ſpiri- 
tual tyranny and oppreſſion. Give 
an open check to all that pride and 
ambition, which diſturb the world. 
Quiet the turbulent ſpirits, and 
compoſe the unchriſtian animoſities, 
of mankind, 
Look down, with much mercy 
bel upon this my native country. Cure 
In- || our evil tempers ; and conquer our 
with unchriſtian and uncharitable diſ- 
1d off poſitions: and grant that, at 
andi length, mutual love and charity may 
appi- flouriſh and abound amongſt us, a- 
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midſt our greateſt differences. Pour 
down all bleſſings, ſpiritual and 
temporal upon our moſt gracious 
KING, and his royal family. Endow 
thoſe who are called to any office, 
under him, for the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, or government, amongſt us, 
with all gifts and abilities neceſſary 
for the diſcharge of their great truſt : 
and proſper and protect them in the 
due execution of it. Lead all the 
miniſters of the goſpel to teach thy 
truth in ſimplicity ; and, by theiq 
example and docttine, to bring 
themſelves, and thoſe who heat 
them, to eternal life, 

Extend thy mercy and compaſſiof 
to all afflicted perſons; of whatſo 
ever ſort, or degree, their afflictif 
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ons may be; to all who are ina 
ſtate of uneaſineſs of mind, or pain 
of body; a ſtate of want, or ſor- 
row ; of perſecution, or oppreſhon : 
giving to them all the ſupports and 
aſſiſtances ſuitable to their ſeveral 
diſtreſſes; and, in thy good time, 
an happy iſſue out of all their cala- 
mities, Bleſs all in whom I am 
more nearly concerned, with every 
thing truly good for them. Shower 
down thy mercies on my friends and 
[benefactors ; granting them all hap- 
1pineſs here, and hereafter. Forgive 
all mine enemies, if ſuch there be; 
and ſhew thy mercy to them. | 

Finally, O Lox, pardon all my 


.paſt fins; guide and govern me, 


E 


— << > < 
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by thy Holy Spirit, in my ſincere 
endeavours to attain everlaſting life. 
Promote my true happineſs, as thou 
ſeeſt fit; and mercifully receive me, 
and my imperfect ſervices, accord- 
ing to thy goodneſs declared by thy 
well-beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt : in 
whoſe words I farther pray, for 
every thing neceſſary; and in behalf 
of every one I am obliged to re- 
member before thee; ſaying, 


Our Father, which art in heaven ;| 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, af 
it is done in heaven, Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them tha 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us nl 


ere 
ife. 
10U 
me, 
rd - 
thy 
in 
for 
halt 
122 


Ven; 
gdom 
h, as 
's day 
1s on 

tba 

us not 
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into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen, 


E 2 
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4. A large Fox of PRAYER for 


more particular Occaſions. 


G OD, the ſupreme Maker 

and Governour of the world, 
pefect in all that is truly great and 
lovely! I, thine unworthy ſervant, | 
appear before thee, under the deep- 
eſt ſenſe of thy glorious perfections, 
and of my own great and many fail- i 
ings and imperfections. Under this 
ſenſe, the only ſupport and fatisfac- þ 
tion to my mind is, that thou art 
too juſt and too good not to accept 
of the ſincere endeavours of thy 
creatures to reform whatever has 
been amiſs in their paſt conduct; 
and that thou haſt ſent thy Son Jeſus 
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Chriſt into the world, to ſave us 
from our ſins, and to declare to us 
plainly the terms of thy forgiveneſs 
and favour. In his name therefore, I 
preſent myſelf before thee: and, 
as his diſciple, I intreat of thee, the 
pardon of whatſover thou haſt ſeen 
amiſs in me, from the beginning of 
my rational life unto this day. For- 
give, O Lord, every wilful thought 
of my mind which has been diſa- 
greeable to thy nature and precepts; 
every word of my mouth, unworthy 
of a man, or a Chriſtian ; every 
inſtance of my behaviour which has 
been diſpleaſing to thee, or my own 
coniſcence : every offence, of what- 


¶ ſoever ſort or degree, againſt thee, my 


neighbour, or myſelf, Forgive me 
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all the fins which I myſelf can now 
call to my own rememberance; par- 
ticularly *, And forgive me like- 
wiſe all thoſe tranſgreſſions of thy 
holy will, which may now be out 
of the reach of my memory ; but 
have been open to thine all- ſeeing 
eye, and known to thee with al| 
their circumſtances and aggravati- 
ons. 

Pardon me, O Lok p, according 
to the abundant goodneſs of thy na 
ture, and the declarations made b 
thy Son jeſus Chriſt: and gran 
me that forgiveneſs, which I neithe! 


Here it may be proper for a perſon to menti 
on any remarkable inſtances, if he be conſcious « 
any ſuch : but highly improper to confeſs ſins, « 
which he knows not himſelf to haye been guilt) 
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ao aſk, nor expect, but upon thoſe 
bar- terms and conditions which thy 
ke - holineſs and mercy have laid down 
thy] in his goſpel, Behold, O Lok p, 
out entirely and willingly forgive all 

butE who have, in any inſtance, or in 
eelngBany degree, offended or injured me: 
h allf without which I ought to entertain 
wati-fino hopes of my own forgiveneſs. 
And if I have myſelf injured any 
rdingfiperſon, I am as truly diſpoſed and 
y na ready to make all poſſible reparation, 
de byſas I am to entreat thy favour to my- 

granfelf, And as Jam ſenſible that no 
eitheForgiveneſs can be expected, accord- 
ng to thy goſpel, without amend- 
ent of life; I ſeriouſly renounce 
ll communication with whatſoever 
diſpleaſing to thee ; and ſincerely 


to ment 
nſcious C 


{s fins, C 
en guilt) 


— — — —— — 


vour to correct every thing that is 
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reſolve to make it my great endea- 


amiſs in my temper and behaviour; 
and to bring myſelf ſtill nearer to 
thy holineſs and happineſs. For- 
give me, therefore, as thou haſt 
promiſed by thy Son. Accept me 
to thy mercy : and give ſucceſs, I 
earneſtly beſeech thee, by thy graci- 
ous favour and providence, to theſe 


purpoſes and defigns of my ſoul. 


And now, O LorD, according 
to the ſame goodneſs to thy crea- 
tures, graciouſly receive the earneſt 
PET1T10Ns which I offer to thee 
for every good that is fit for me tc 
pray for. I acknowlege thee to ba 
the great author of all our beings; 
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lea- the original of all our happineſs; 
it is the giver of all good gifts; and the 
zur; Þ diſpoſer of all events: and therefore, 
to] profeſs my dependence upon thee a- 
For- lone for every thing I ought to wiſh 
haſt for, or deſire. I am ſenſible, O 
mel LoR p, that to thee entirely I muſt 
ſs, I owe every degree of happineſs I 
raci- can ever enjoy, or hope for. 1am 
theſe ſenſible that thou art the tendereſt 
. Father, and beſt friend, to thy crea- 

tures: diſpoſed to lead them to 
ding their greateſt good; and ready to 
promote and aſſiſt their ſincere en- 
deavours after it. And therefore, 
before thee, and in thy preſence, I 
willingly lay open the deſires, and 
wiſhes of my ſoul, which I think a- 

F | 


Crea- 
arneſt 
_ thee 
me Lc 
to be 
eings 
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greeable to reaſon and thy _-_ 
will. 

I eſteem it the glory of our na- 
ture that we are made capable of 
ſuch an exalted and rational happi- 
neſs as reſults from the knowlege of 
thee, and the imitation of thy mo- 
ral perfections. And as thou haſt 
more fully aſſured us of this, in the 
Chriſtian religion; let the ſerious 
conſideration of that grace and mer- 
cy which hath appeared in that diſ- 
penſation effectually lead me to the 
good end propoſed in it. Let the 
holy precepts of that perfect inſti- 
tution by which I profeſs to be] 
guided, and the unſpotted example] 
ot that great Maſter whoſe follower 
I deſire to be acconnted, engage me 
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to live in all reſpects as becomes the 
goſpel, and the diſciple, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Particularly, O Lokp, let 
the conſideration of the peculiar 
genius of that goſpel, and of thoſe 
virtues which the great author of it 
accounted the glory of his own life, 
influence me to endeavour to excell 
in them: and engage me to love 
the whole race of mankind with an 
univerſal charity, and beneficent diſ- 


poſition; to rejoice at all »pportu- 


nities of doing good either to the 
ſouls or bodies of men; and of add- 
ing to the ſatisfaction and happineſs 
of all about me; to ſtoop even to 
the loweſt offices of kindneſs to 
others; to be ready to forgive the 
ſharpeſt and undeſerved injuries, and 


F 2 


— 4 
— — — 2 — 


— 2 
_ — —— — 
- a = — 
—— * 
— — — — — 


—— 


=D 


— 
—_ — 


———————— 7ç—i2w—— AERIE LILET ZI 


— — _ a — — 
— — 
— -> — — 23 > 
ͤDdñ—ͤ— — — — _ — 
— % 


— — 
OE — OE pet 


- _ -2 — . — —— — — = — 
> : . > — 8 
— 5 — — FL — 
— js - + ceo Ry - J 


U— — 


— - 
— 


— — —— 


— 


—— 1 
2 — 
> 


< + 4 - mo 


r IA... . 


2 2 


. wei Two ae.” ear —— — 


gn 


— — —_—_— —„—⅛. 
— — WR ͤ uv 


ö 


44 


Forms of Prayer. 


to return pity and benevolence for 


them; and to be ever willing to 


condeſcend, and yield, for the good 
of others : that ſo, the trueſt humi- 
lity, and the moſt extenſive chari- 
ty, may adorn every action and cir- 
cumſtance of my life; and all pride, 
and paſſion, and uncharitableneſs, 
may be checked and ſubdued by the 
power of religion ; and the loveli- 
neſs of the contrary virtues, 

Let the ſenſe of my own many 
failings, and the imperfections of 
our nature, diſpoſe me to be will- 
ing to put a candid and favourable in- 
terpretation upon all thoſe actions of 
others, which can juſtly and reaſon- 
ably demand it, or admit of it; as 
well as to be ever ready to forgive 
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the offences of others, towards my- 
ſelf. And let the ſenſe of thy good- 
| neſs, in allowing me ſtill time and 
opportunity, for perfecting my ſoul 
in all that is praiſe-worthy, induce 
me to ſtudy more conſtantly and uni- 
formly to pleaſe and imitate thee. 


My outward condition with re- 
ſpect to the good things of this 
world, it is my happineſs, as well as 
my duty, to refer wholly to thy 
wiſe will and pleaſure. But as 
thou haſt ordained us to belong to 
this world, as well as to expect a- 
nother ; and haſt framed us ſo, that 
we cannot but be ſenſibly affected 
with our good and bad eſtate here 
below; of thee therefore, it be- 
comes us to beg, with ſubmiſſion to 
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thy providence, the ſecurity and 
continuance of the good things we 
already enjoy; and the increaſe of 
them, if that be truly good and 
needful. And as, by thy appoint- 
ment, I hive already experienced 
in this world, many evils and afflicti 
ons ; and have been witneſs to many 
more around me; ſuffer me to im- 
plore the gracious regards of thy 
fatherly affection towards me: and 
to pray to thee, with reſpect to 
them, according to the patern of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, Father, if it 
be poſſible ; if it be conſiſtent with, 
and agreeable to, thy wiſe and gra- 
cious purpoſes, ſecure me, and all 
in whoſe happineſs I am moſt near- 
ly concerned, from all fad accidents, 


— r e A - 
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ind and calamitous events; from all 
we tormenting pains, and grievous diſ- 
> of eaſes ; and from every thing incon- 
and ſiſtent with ſuch an happineſs as 
int- I may lawfully be deſired in this tran- 
iced I ſitory world. Nevertheleſs, not as I 
licti ,, but as thou wilt, And there- 
1any Wore, O Lok, if thy unerring wiſ- 
 im-{om ſhall otherwiſe determine, let 

thythe ſerious meditation on the exam- 

andÞþle of Chriſt himſelf, and that innu- 
t toſſmerable company of the beſt of men, 
rn offivho have gone before me in this 
if itFonflict, inſpire me with a zeal to 
with, mitate their patience ; and let the 
| gra-ſontemplation of thy fatherly good- | 
nd allſ}eſs engage me to an hearty and | 
near-Fatioual ſubmiſſion to all thy diſpen- | 
dents,Þptions : remembering what. an hap- 


— „ nens, 
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pineſs it is, to be under the govern- 
ment of a Being, who knows what 
is in all reſpects beſt ; and who can- 
not afflict his creatures but for wiſe 
and good ends. And let the ſenſe 
of thy gracious deſigns in all my af- 
flictions, lead me to the true, and 
right uſe of them: to diſengage m 
affections more and more from thi 
world; and to ſeek for happineſ; 
in a better and never-changing ſtatc 

Let the conſideration of the cer 
tainty of death, the laſt of all temp 
ral evils, influence me to endeavo 
'to make it happy by ſuch a virtuo 
life as may give mea well-grounde 
hope in thy mercy. Let the r 
view of thoſe uncertainties, a 
troubles, I have met with in th 
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ern world, render me the more ready 
what and contented, at thy appointed 
can · time, to leave it, And let the pro- 
wiſe ſpect of glory and happineſs here- 
ſenſe after exalt my mind above any fond 


y af - regards to this ſtate of fin and mi- 
and ſery; and enable me to act as be- 
ze mi comes one who truly believes life 
n thi} and immortality to be brought to 


light through the goſpel. 

ſtate Finally, O Loxp, my great and 
je cer chief requeſt is, that, by the diſ- 
empoſ poſitions of thy good providence, I 
eavouſmay obtain everlaſting happineſs 
irtuouhereafter ; and that the ſtate of this 
oundeſ world, with reſpe& to me, may be 
the re ſo ordered; and the trials to be ap- 
8. pointed for me in it, may be ſo pro- 
in thEportioned to my condition and 
G 


pineſ 
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powers, as molt effectually to pro- 
mote and ſecure my eternal and! 
greateſt good, after the few days off 
this life are paſt away, Deny to! 
me, therefore, out of thy great 
goodneſs, whatſoever is truly bad or £ 
unfit for me; though I ſhould be ſo 2 
weak as to deſire and wiſh it; and Þ \ 
grant me every thing that is truly 
good for me; though I ſhould bet. 
ſo blind, and fo void of wiſdom, as Þ 
not to ſee, or aſk it. As far as my] 
petitions are reaſonable, and agree- 
able to the eternal laws of wiſdom Þ 
and thy purpoſes of thy governing 
providence, and thy holy goſpel; Þ 
ſo far only, I entreat thy favour- 
able conſent to them. As far as 
they are not ſo, Tutterly renounce 


j , p NTT .; 
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them; and ſubmit my own will en- 
tirely to thine; and, in a deep ſenſe 
of my own imperfections, beg of 
| thee to accept of the ſincerity of my 
heart; and, out of the abundant 
| goodneſs of thy nature, to overlook. 
| and ſupply all the defects of my ſer- 


vices. 
To theſe petitions it becomes me 


to add the indiſpenſable tribute of 
the ſincereſt PRAISE GS and THANKS“. 
* GIVINGS of my ſoul; due to the 


glories of thy nature, and to thy 
goodneſs to thy creatures. I know, 


0 Gop, that thy perfections are far 
| exalted above all that can be con- 
| ceived or expreſſed by us; that thy. 
meicies are above all our thanks; 
and that any unalterable attributes 


G 2 
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ſtand not in need of any homage Þ 
wie can pay. But it becomes us tot 
acknowlege and celebrate them, t 

The glories of thy nature are t 
the glories of perfect power and 
perfect holineſs, adorned with per- 
fect good neſs, and guided by uner- 
ring wiſdom and knowlege : ſuch 
glories as are, in themſelves, worth 
of our high admiration and praiſes ; 
as well as the foundation of all then 
happineſs we ourſelves can pofſiblyt, 
enjoy, or hope for. dif 

And as it becomes us to celebratFhe 
the lovely perfections of thy nature i 
as it is in itſelf: ſo are we indiſſhy 
penſably obliged to pay thee ougha 
moſt grateful acknowlegements faſpel: 
the diſplay of thoſe perfections in afſſati 
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thy diſpenſations towards thy crea- 
0 Þ tures, and for every inſtance of thy 
tender regard, to us. Accept 
therefore, O gracious Lo x D and 
merciful Father, the poor tribute of 
mine unfeigned thanks for the ma- 
ni fold experiencies which I have had 
of thy loving kindneſs, and the 
hy many marks I have received of thine 
s Jundeſerved favour. To thee I owe 
tha my exiſtence ; and, together with 
bit, all the faculties and powers that 

diſtinguiſh our nature from that of 
rat$he lower animal world. And as it 
ures impoſſible to conceive any end in 
\diffiby creating me, and placing me in 
hat rank of creatures to which I 
; fofſþclong, but the glory of communi- 
in 2Fating thy own happineſs in all fat- 


er- 
ch 
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ting proportion: ſo, when I conſider 
what it is to be made capable off 
knowing thee, the fountain of al 
good; imitating thee, the grand, 
original of all perfection: and off 
enjoying thy favour, the foundationfta 
of all laſting and ſubſtantial. happiſſ/ 
neſs; I muſt acknowlege thine un; 
deſerved goodneſs, and for eve 
praiſe thee for making me capabl 
of ſo ineſtimable bleſſings. 

I muſt rememberlikewiſe, with th. 
higheſt gratitude, before thee, tha 
in order to ſecure and carry forwa 
this gracious end of our creation thi 
more effectually, it hath pleaſed th 
goodneſs to ſend thy beloved Sq;e 
into the world, to teach, and liv: 
and die, in order to ſafe us from ol 


| 
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et ins, and to conduct us effectually to 
olfſpur true and everlaſting happineſs. 
all bleſs thee for the divine inſtructi- 
naqpns he hath given his followers con- 
ol erning the certain method of ob- 
01Yaining eternal life; for the blame- 
pi ſs and perfect example of holineſs 
unqind patience, he hath ſet before us; 
eVabr his bumbling bimſelf even to the 
abF-2th upon the croſs, and ſhedding bis 
bod for the remiſſion of our fins ; and 
a thr his plain declarations of thy gra- 
thous acceptance of all ſuch as ſin- 
waſFrely receive him for their maſter, 
n Uſd heartily endeavour to know, 
d id. comply with, his terms. I bleſs 
Sqee for the mighty evidences he 
| livilve that he was truly ſent by thee 
n Ol fo gracious an errand, by the 
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purity of his doctrine; by the inte- 

grity of his life; by the nature and) 
number of his miracles; by the 
glory of his reſurrection after an ig - 1 
nominious death; by his aſcenſion © 
into heaven; and by his pouring n 


down from thence the wonderful 2: 
gifts of the holy Spirit, in order te t- 
the propagation of his religion, and w 
the ſettlement of his church; by all in 
theſe arguments eſtabliſhing oui in 
conſciences in peace and truth. ſu 
I bleſs thee that the joyful ſound off tir 
thy goſpel hath arrived to this part off ſeſ 
the world; that it hath here, by thi 
peculiar favour of thy good proviff mo 
dence, been reformed from mang tor 
groſs abuſes under which it long la pro 
am 


boured ; and now lies open to ti 
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viewand ſtudy ofall men: that, by thy 
1 merciful appointment, I have been 
eÞ called to the knowlege of it, as it is 
in itſelf ; and ſo am the better aſſured 
of the true way to happinefs ; the 
oF more forcibly engaged to follow 
ul after it; and the more likely to ob- 
te tain great degrees of it, if I be not 
ad wanting to myſelf: - for all which 
al inſtances of thine undeſerved and 
uf} ineſtimable goodneſs, no words can 
ſufficiently expreſs the grateful ſen- 
timents which ought to fill and poſ- 
leſs my ſoul. 

Accept likewiſe, O Gop, my 
moſt hearty and unfeigned thanks 
tor the conſtant regards of thy good 
providence towards me: to which I 
am indebted for many ſingular and 

H 


58 Forms of Prayer. 


peculiar happineſſes. To thee, I 
owe, that I was born in a country, 
where Chriſtianity is ſecurely pro- 
feſſed; that I have been inſtructed Þ * 


in the principles of true religion and 


virtue; and my mind led to the : 
knowlege of the moſt uſeful and im- 
portant truths: and particularly, that ,, 


I have been ſecured, by thy good- 
neſs, from many of thoſe great and} g, 
hazardous trials which have fo often] ;. 
proved fatal to others. To thee ] 
owe whatever opportunities I have 
enjoyed of improving myſelf in what 
is truly praiſe-worthy ; whatever pe 
culiar advantages there are in that 
condition, in which it hath pleaſec 
thee to place me with reſpect to thi: 
world, towards the attaining the 
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greateſt good and happineſs of a 
 Þ reaſonable creature. To thee, the 
great Creator and governour of the 
world, I owe all theſe bleſſings; 
and to thee I offer up my fincereſt 
acknowlegements for them, 

I bleſs thee for that daily care of 
thy government over this world, by 
which I have been preſerved, ever 
ſince I was born, from innumerable 
dangers; many morc thin I can 
number, and many more tian 1 
weh know of. A mercy! Which I 
half ought thankfully to acknowlege, not 
pe merely with reſpect to this life, 
habut to a better; as by this means I 
= ave ſtill greater opportunities of ad- 
thiYancing yet farther in the paths of 


the H 2 


the good things which thou haſt i 
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virtue, and adding an increaſe to my 
happineſs in the world to come. 
I defire likewiſe to offer up my t 

0 


; unfeigned thanks for all thoſe tem- 


poral bleſſings and conveniencies, by 
which thou haſt made my paſſage II 
thro' this world much more tolerable} ir 


and eaſy than it could otherwiſe have ſpe: 


been; for the uſe of my reaſon and t! 
underſtanding preſerved to me, with -· Nac 
out which all other bleſſings are vain; eſ 
for that meaſure of health and] on 
ſtrength ; that caſe, and freedom as 
from pain, which I have enjoyed ; 
for the ſupports of friendſhip and ſo- 
ciety ; for the comforts of food, and 
raiment, and habitation ; and for al 


he 
mercy ſurrounded me, and thoſe inÞno) 


| 
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7 Þ whoſe good eſtate I am nearly con- 
cerned : whilſt ſo many others paſs 
their lives under the heavy preſſure 
of the contrary evils. 

What can I render unto thee, O 
LorÞD, worthy of all the numberleſs 
inſtances of thy favour which I have 
ve ¶ experienced? I praiſe and magnify 
df thy great and glorious name: and 
h-Backnowlege myſelf under the ſtrict- 
n;Keſt and moſt indiſpenſable obligati- 
ndBons to live, and act, in all reſpects, 
omas becomes one that hath taſted fo 
largely of thy loving kindneſs, I 
profeſs, O LorD, my hearty reſolu- 
tion of endeavouring to be ſo; and 
offer up my ſincere deſires, that by 
the confideration of what I have 
e inflnow remembred before thee, I may 
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be led to make returns in ſome de-It. 
gree ſuitable to ſo many, and ſo 
great inſtances of thy goodneſs, 

Let the ſerious contemplation offtł 
thy glories, and perfections, inciteÞn 
me to endeayour conſtantly to adornfft 
my own nature with thoſe moralÞ! 
perfections which I acknowlege toto 
be ſo worthy of praiſe ; and engagep? 
me to imitate what appears ſo trulyFf 
lovely and glorious. Let the con- Eu 
ſideration of thy merciful deſign infÞ 
making me capable of knowing thee, ſo 
and being entirely happy in thy fa-he 
vour, powerfully move me to makepap 
ſuch an uſe of thoſe faculties thoupar 
haſt endowed me with, that theyper 
may lead me to a due ſenſe of thig 1 
| happineſs, and conduct me ſafe tos 
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.. the poſſeſſion of thoſe pleaſures 
ſofwhich are at thy right hand. Let 
hy unſpeakable mercy in ſending 
offthy Son into the world for the ſecur- 
iteſing and promoting my happineſs, 
rnſeftcctually influence me to embrace 
ralhis offers; to fulfil his commands 
toto imitate his example; and to live 
gehn all reſpects as becomes his dif- 
ulyfiple. Let the ſenſe of thoſe parti- 
»n-Eular advantages which I have, by 
inthy eſpecial favour, enjoyed, lead me 
ce,fo ſuch a careful uſe and improve- 
fa- nent of them, that they may be the 
akeÞappy occaſions of more than ordi- 
houpary degrees of perfection and glory | 
heyſereafter. | 

thi Let the conſideration of thy graci- 
e tqqus deſign in affording me ſo many 


brance of all thy great and undeſerv 
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comforts, in this imperfect ſtate, in- 
fluence me to uſe them all to thy 
glory, as periſhing uncertain goods; 
to be enjoyed with temperance : 
and to be employed for the uſe and 
ſupport of others, as well as my 
own. And let the ſerious remem 


ed goodneſs to me, open and en 
large my heart towards others; lead 
me to imitate what I praiſe and ce 
jebrate ſo much in thee ; and teach 
me to be ready to do good to all; te 
pity the follies and miſeries of man 


1 2 


kind; and, as far as I am able, tor 


promote the happineſs of all arounQ*« 
me: that by ſuch a return to all th 
inſtances of thy goodneſs and merc 
I may ſhew myſelf truly ſenſible c 


Forms of Prayer. 65 


them; and ſincerely thankful for 
them. * 

With theſe prayers and praiſes, I 
beſeech thee, O Gop, to accept the 
ſincere expreſſions of my charity and 
good-will towards thy whole rati- 
onal creation: which I now offer to 
thee, the Father of all, as a mem- 
ber of the whole ſociety of man- 
kind; and more particularly as a 
member of the church of Chriſt, 


* IVhoever finds this Form tos long to be uſed 

at once, may flop here, only adding Theſe 
Prayers and Praiſes I offer up to thee, in the name 
tY of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, in whoſe words I far- 
und cher call upon thee, ſaying, Our Father, etc. 
h And when be returns to make uſe of the re- 
| b raining part, he may begin thur —— With the 
ercyprayers and praifes, which I have already pre- 
le Meated before thee this day, I beſcech thee, eic. 


I 
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founded in love and charity. As ſuch, 


I ſincerely rejoice before thee in every 
degree of happineſs enjoyed by any 
of my fellow-creatures here below ; 
and heartily beſeech thee to diſpenſe 
more, and larger, communications 
of it to this lower world: to in- 
creaſe it in all thoſe who enjoy it in 
any meaſure; and to impart ſome 
portions of it to all who are in any 
ſort of miſery and diſtreſs, 

Look in great mercy upon the ſad 
eſtate of that part of mankind, who 
know not thy nature; nor worſhip 
thee, as becomes thy perfections. 
Put an end to their idolatry and ſuper- 
ſtition, by ſhewing them the light and 
evidence of thy goſpel, in its ſimpli- 
city : and, by bringing them to the 
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knowlege of thy truth, lead them to 
a capacity of greater degrees of hap- 
pineſs than they could otherwiſe ar- 
rive at. Have pity likewiſe on the 
remains of thy antient people, the 
Jews; and all others, who are bet- 
ter inſtructed in the belief and wor- 
ſhip of thee, than the Pagan world: 
and guide them to a greater degree of 
true knowlege, by directing their 
way to the knowlege of thy Son, 
and the practice of his laws ; and the 
bringing them, by this means, to 
the juſtification and happineſs of 
Chriſtians. 

Viſit, with a more eſpecial grace 
and favour, the whole Chriſtian 
world; all who are called by the 
name of thy Son, and profeſs his 
2 
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holy religion. Behold, O Lokxp, a f 
arge ſcene of ſpiritual evils, worthy 
of thy gracious and merciful inter- 
poſition :——In many places, the 
faith, once delivered to the ſaints in 
purity and ſimplicity, enervated by 
vain and groundleſs traditions; or 
darkened by the inventions of men: 
— The worſhip of thee, O Father, 
expreſly eſtabliſhed, by thy Son Jeſus ſn 
Chriſt, in ſpirit and in truth, over- En 
clouded by numberleſs ſuperſtitions ; i 
and even deſtroyed by idolatry it- 
ſelf: The moral laws which thy io, 
Son came to reſcue from the cor- Io 
ruptions of men, and to enforce In 
upon his followers, rendered inef- ſho 
fectual by many human devices; and ſt 
falſe notions of religion, ſet up in- p. 
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ſtead of them: and the progreſs 
Pof thy holy goſpel ſtoped and hinder- 
ed by the wicked lives, and ſcanda- 
lous behaviour, of thoſe who profeſs 
it! 

Interpoſe, I beſeech thee, and 
put an effectual ſtop to theſe great 
1: nd unchriſtian evils. Confound 
r, the devices of all ſuch as uphold, or 
us encourage, any degree of ſuperſtiti- 
r- Þn, for baſe and ſecular ends. Give 
5 powerful check to all ſorts, and 
t- Ill degrees of perſecution and oppreſ- 
ny ion, ſo ſcandalous and deſtructive 
r- ſo thy holy religion, which miſtak- 
n or wicked men pretend to pro- 
ote by ſuch impious methods. Put 
ſtop to all ſpiritual tyranny ; and 
d all uſurpation over the conſcien- 
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ces of men: and diſſipate thoſe cloud: 
of ignorance which diſpoſe people 
to a baſe and ignominious flavery to 
the dictates of men, rather than to 
a rational enquiry into thy holy wil 
which lies open to them. And a- 
bove all, exert thine almighty arm 
in vindication of the cauſe of virtue: 
leading all profeſſed Chriſtians tc 
ſuch a ſenſe of the importance of it 
as that they may ſtudy to adorn thei 


lives with a behaviour ſuitable ti 


their holy profeſſion ; and recom 
mend it to the experience and ap 
probation of the unbelieving world 
by the integrity and unblameable 
neſs of their whole converſation. 
Particularly grant that all. Chriſti 
ans, who have departed from thi 


Forms of Prayer. 71 


groſs corruption of popery, may de- 
part entirely from the ſpirit of it: 
that, as they profeſs to make the 
ſcripture the rule of faith ; fo they 
ay without reſerve leave it as ſuch 
Mo all their neighbours: that, as 
hey have © nobly contended for 
Wheir own religious liberty and 
hriſtian rights; ſo they may not 
oſe the glory of this, by contradict- 
ng it in their behaviour towards 
pthers: but that they may, by their 
eady adherence to the principles of 
ighteouſneſs, peace, and mutual 
Worbearance, manifeſt to all the 
vorld the ſincerity of their refor- 
nation; and reap the fruit of it by 
;Wudying to excell in all that is 
Praiſe-worthy. 
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Nor ovght I to forget, O great 
Governor of the univerſe, the civil e- 
ſtate of the kingdoms of the earth, 
Put an end, O Lox, at length, to 
the diſorders and confuſions, occaſi- 
oned by the weak and ambitious 
lords of this world : and ſhew thy- 
ſelf indeed, the King of kings, andi e 
Lord of lords. Permit no longer 
the happineſs of human ſociety to 
be, in any part of thy creation, ruin- v 
ed and laid waſte by thy inferiorſ 
government of men, which was in- 
ſtituted ſolely for the ſupport and 
comfort of it. Bring public dif: 
grace, and confuſion, upon all ty 
rants, and oppreſſors; and honour 
with particular marks of thy favour 
all princes, who fincerely ſtudy tc 
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tanſwer the ends of their inſtitution: 
- that ſo the triumphs of inſatiable 
ambition may at length ceaſe from 
off the earth; and the bleſſings of good 
government be felt through the 
world. 

Amongſt all the kingdoms of the 
earth, look, I beſeech thee, with 
a particular favour, upon this, to 
which, by the diſpoſal of thy pro- 
n- vidence, I belong; and for which, 
ory therefore, I am obliged in an eſpe- 
n-J cial manner to ſhew my concern, by 
ind the heartieſt wiſhes of my ſoul, 
Pardon our many and crying fins ; 
and, in order to avert thy judg- 
ments, lead every ſinner amongſt 
us to ſuch a ſenſe of his fins, as 
may engage him heartily to re- 

K 
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nounce and forſake them, Conti- 
nue, and confirm to us, that peculi- 
ar form of government, ſo wonder- 
fully hitherto preſerved to us; by 
which we are more effectually ſecur- « 
ed againſt the extremes of confuſion, It « 
and arbitary power, than any other 

c 

0 


nations; and of which we enjoy the 
happy fruits every moment of our 
lives. tt 
Preſerve and eſtabliſh us in the gu 
free enjoyment of the light of thy | 
holy goſpel, and the ſecure profeſſi- b 
on of our religion. What errors ſtill 
remain amongſt proteſtants, do thou 
effectually remove, by the methods 
of thy wiſe providence; and eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as may have a bad influence 
upon the conduct of mens lives: 
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and ſtrengthen their common inte- 
reſt againſt their common enemy. 
To this end, give a check to the mu- 
tual violences, and hatreds, and un- 
charitable behaviour, of men of evil 
diſpoſitions on every fide, Kindle 
once again the fire of love and 
charity amongſt us: and permit not 


our differences in religious matters 


to extinguiſh this fire, or to blow 
up another to our entire deſtruction, 

Pour down the choiceſt of thy 
bleſſings upon our moſt gracious 
king George, Defend him, by the 
peculiar care of thy providence, from 
all attempts of violent and unrea- 
ſonable men, againſt his perſon or 
crown : and proſper all his good de- 
fizns and endeavours to preſerve his 
———2 
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people in peace, liberty, and happi- 
neſs. Together with him, bleſs all 
who have any part in the admini- 
ſtration of our government. Aſſiſt 
him, and them, in the great and 
important buſineſs of their ſtations. 
Guide them in the beſt and wiſeſt 
meaſures : and give ſucceſs to all 
their counſels and labours, ſor the 
advantage of this nation ; or for the 
relief and ſupport of any of our in- 
jured neighbours. 

Permit not the diſpoſal of the lives 
and properties of thy people ever to 
come into the hands of ignorant, or 
partial, men: but manifeſt thy great 
concern for juitice here below, in 
ſuch manner, as that the guilty may 
ever meet with their due puniſh- 
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ment, and the injured and oppreſ- 
ſed find a ſure recreſs, in our courts 
of judicature. Direct all the magi- 
ſtrates amongſt us to a deep ſenſe 
of their duty: to give all encourage- 
ment to virtue, and all poſſible diſ- 
{it couragement to vice, both by their 
all example, and the due execution of 
he their offices. 
he Lead all thoſe to whom the great 
in- concerns of religion, and of the ſal- 
vation of mankind, are more peculi- 
ves arly committed, to ſuch a knowlege 
toſ of all neceflary truths ; ſuch an ex- 
or emplary and Chriſtian converſation ; 
ſuch a prudent and conſtant diſ- 
charge of their holy office ; as may 
effectually promote the happineſs of 
hemſelves, and of thoſe committed 
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to their care, Encourage and pro- 
mote amongſt us, the means and 
methods of ſuch a virtuous and lau- 
dable education, as tends to ſound 
learning and religion; to the refor- 
mation of this, and the better eſtate 
of future generations. 

I defire likewiſe to expreſs before 
thee the real ſenſe I have of the 
miſeries and calamities of the diſtreſ- 
ſed part of mankind ; and the deſire 
I have of contributing to their eaſe 
and relief, O thou Father of mer- 
cies, and Gop of all conſolation, 
what can we do for that multi- 
tude of deplorable objects of com- 
paſſion, who are out of the reach 
of our knowlege, or of our abi 


11s 


lity to relieve, but offer up our ear. 


neſt wiſhes to thee, the great diſ- 
poſer of proſperity and adverfity'! 
Behold, O Lox, I ſimpathize with 
all the unhappy ; and. bear a part in 
r-Mall the miſeries experienced in this 
world: and do with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs beg of thee for all the 
miſerable, of what ſort, or degree 
ſoever, whatever I could reaſonably 
deg for myſelf, were I in their con- 
dition, Aſſiſt them all in their ſe- 
Peral trials and conflicts; and guide 
hem to ſuch a degree of content- 
ment, reſignation, and patience, as 
may render their preſent afflictions 
he happy occaſion of their greater 
uture glory: and, as far as it is con- 
ſtent with the purpoſes of thy wiſ- 
ear- Nom, put an end to their preſent 
Pisfortunes and troubles, 
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Reſtore light and comfort to the 
dark, melancholy, and diſtracted 
minds of thoſe who have loſt the 
uſe of their reaſon in any inſtance, 
or any degree. Pity the deſtitute 
condition of thoſe who are in want 
of any of the neceſſary circumſtan- 
ces of life; particularly of thoſe who 
are fallen from the comforts of a pro- 
ſperous condition to the miſeries of 
adverſity: and raiſe them up friends, 


and patrons, in their low eſtate. 


Relieve by thy good providence the 
wants of the poor and needy. Be 
a father to the fatherleſs; plead the 
cauſe of the helpleſs widow ; and 
regard the unhappy eſtate of all who 
mourn the loſs of thoſe, in whom 
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any part of their happineſs was 
placed. 

Strengthen and aſſiſt, in an eſpe. 
cial manner, all who ſuffer any 
where for the love of truth or the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience ; 
and do thou ſo proportion to their 
ſtrength, the meaſure and duration 
of their ſufferings, that they may 
work for them a more exceeding 
weight of glory. Hear the groans 


of all who are oppreſſed and barbar- 


ouſly treated, by the tyrants of this 

world; and grant a redreſs to all 

their miſeries. Attend to the ſighs 

and tears of ſuch as are in captivity 

and ſlavery ; and open a way to their 

future liberty and ſecurity. 
L 
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Viſit with thy light and comfort 
all who are afflicted with bodily 
pain, or any ſort of ſickneſs : and 
bring to their mind all ſuch conſide- 
ations and aſſiſtances, as are ncceſ- 
ſary and proper to ſupport them in 
their unhappy condition; or to diſ- 
pole and fir them for their paſlage 
into another ſtate, Remove in 
much compaſſion all thoſe unreaſ- 
onable doubts and deſpondencies, 


with which many innocent and 


honeſt minds are, in this world, 
diſturbed and overclouded; and di- 


rect them to ſuch juſt notions of 


thee, and of thy holy goſpel, as 
may eſtabliſh them in a courſe ot 
chearful and ſincere obedience to 
the laws of it. 
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Succeed the endeavours of all who 
honeſtly and induſtriouſly labour 
after a convenient livelihood in this 
world, and are uſeful members of 
the common- wealth; and bring to 
nought the deſigns of all who either 
privately, or openly, live upon the 
ſpoil of their neighbours; and are 
the plague, and terror, of human 
ſociety. 

Requite, in the courſe of thy 


good providence, the kindneſs of 


all who have at any time, or in any 
degree, endeavoured to contribute 
to the advantage of my mind, body, 
or outward eſtate, Upon all who 
have either done, or deſigned, me 
good of any ſort, ſho wer down thy 
rewards and favours. And if there 
L 2 
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be any, who have either deſigned, 


or done, me real miſchief ; in re- 
turn to their evil I beg and entreat 
for thy pardon and thy bleſſings. 
Correct the evil diſpoſition of all 
ſuch minds; and plant in them, 
inſtead of it, a temper worthy of 
men and Chriſtians, Let the conſi- 
deration of their own eternal intereſt 
lead them all to charity, and love; 
and engage them to put on thoſe 
diſpoſitions which only can fit them 
for the bleſſed ſociety above. 

Bleſs all in whom I am more 
nearly concerned, or in whoſe hap- 
pineſs I take a particular part, with 
ſuch a meaſure of health, fuccels, 
and proſperity, as may beſt carry 
forward the defigns of thy good- 
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neſs towards them ; and moſt ef- 


fectually promote their happineſs 


here, and hereafter, But whatever 


be thy diſpenſations towards them, 


with reſpect to this life ; lead them 
all, I beſeech thee, into thoſe paths 
which will infallibly convey them 
to thine heavenly kingdom in the 
world to come. 

Finally, O Lok p, I wiſh, od 
pray for, all good things to the 
whole race of mankind. I rejoice 
in every degree of virtue and happi- 
neſs to be ſeen here below. I mourn 
for every degree, and every in- 
ſtance, of vice and miſery, Let 
thy kingdom come, I beſeech thee: 
and ſhew thine almighty power, by 
eſtabliſhing true religion amongſt 
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men; and putting a ſtop to all the 
calamities of this lower world. 
Accept, O LokD, I moſt carneſt- 
ly beſeech thee, the ſentiments and 
deſires of my heart, which I have 
now poured out before thee, under 
an actual ſenſe of thy preſence, and 
of thy providence over-ruling and 
directing all things. Favourably 
receive the acknowlegements J have 
made of my ſins, and moral imper- 


fections; and grant me pardon 


and peace upon the terms of thy 
goſpel. Hear and anſwer the peti- 
tions J have offered up, for the ob- 
taining all things truly good, and 
the averting all things evil. Let 
the praiſes and thankſgivings which 
my heart hath ſent up, as the ho- 
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mage due to thy perfections and 
goodneſs, be acceptable to thee. 
And reject not the interceſſion I have 
made for the temporal and eternal 
happineſs of all my fellow- creatures. 

And now, O Los, take me, I 
once more entreat thee, into thy 
powerful and wiſe protection: and 
guide me, by the diſpoſitions of thy 
providence, and good Spirit, to the 
perfect knowlege and performance 


Jof thy holy will here; and to the 


enjoyment of that eternal and un- 
alterable happineſs hereafter, which 
thou haſt reſerved for thy faithful 
ſervants, and promiſed by thy well- 
beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, In his 
name, and as his diſciple, I truſt 
tor acceptance of myſelf, and all 
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my ſincere, though imperfect, ſer- 
vices: and in his words I continue 
to entreat thy mercy towards my- E 
ſelf, and all whom I am obliged to 


pray for, 


Our Father, which art in heaven ; 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as ;. 
it is done in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that | 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen, 
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1. A PRAYER for Morning and 
Evening. 


| LORD, perfect in wiſdom, 
goodnels, and power ; glori- 


ous in all that can be truly called 
perfection] we thy creatures, and 
thy ſervants, proſtrate ourſelves be- 
tore thee, in the deepeſt ſenſe of our 
own unworthineſs, and of thy lovely 
incomyrchenſible perfections: ac- 

M 


ever ſince we were brought into 
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knowleging the glories of thy na- 
ture, as it is in itſelf ; and thy great 
goodneſs to us, and to the world of Þ | 
thy creatures, "4 

We are truly ſenſible of the great * 
happineſs of knowing thee ; and of © 
imitating thee ; and of enjoying the | 1c 
communications of thy favour here- 
after: upon which accounts, it 
highly becomes ns to praiſe thee for 
that act of goodneſs in our creation, 
by which thou haſt endowed us with 
faculties fitted for the attainment of 
this unſpeakable happineſs; and for 
the enjoyment of the higheſt good 
hereafter. 

We praiſe thee for thy great 
goodneſs in our preſervation here, 
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being : not only as it reſpects this 
world, in which we now live; but as 
by it we are enabled to make the better 


proviſion for our everlaſting intreſt in 
the world to come; aud have great- 
er opportunities of improving our 


ſouls in virtue, and of ſecuring our 
happineſs for ever. More particu- 
larly we now bleſs thee for the care 
of thy providence over us, by which 
we have been preſerved in ſafety 
through the paſt [day, or night, 


and mercifully defended from all 


dangers and diſtreſſes. 

It becomes us lixewiſe to acknow- 
lege thy bounty and goodneſs, ma- 
nifeſted to us through every part of 
our lives, to this time ; to thank 


x thee for that meaſure of health 
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and ſtrength, and quiet, which we 
have hitherto enjoyed; for the 
comforts and ſupports of all thoſe 
neceſſaries and conveniencies, with- 


out which we ſhould be much more | 


unhappy in this ſtate, than we now 
are; and for all other circumſtances 
and advantages of life, which help 
to make our paſſage through this 
world more happy, or more tolera- 
ble, than otherwiſe it could be. 
But above all, we bleſs and mag- 
nify thy great and glorious name, for 
thy tender regards to our everlaſting 
happineſs in a better ſtate hereafter : 
for ſending thy Son into the world 
to declare to us the certainty of a 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 


ments ; and for all that he did, and 
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taught, and ſuffered, in order to 
reconcile mankind to thee; and to 
guide us all to eternal life and glory: 
for the great happineſs of a good 
and virtuous education; and for 
thoſe peculiar diſpoſitions of thy pro- 
vidence which have often guarded 
us from many particular and hazar- 
dous trials and temptations. For 
theſe, and for all other thy mercies, 
which concern our great and eternal 
intereſt, we ſincerely thank thee, O 
© LoRD, and will ever praiſe thy holy 
name. 

It is with ſhame and grief that 
we reflect upon the returns we have 
made to ſo much mercy. We confeſs, 
O LorD, that we have not lived as 
becomes reaſonable creatures called 
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to the knowlege of ſuch a Gop, 
and of ſuch a Saviour, Many have 
been our failings ; many have been 
our omiſſions, and neglects in the 
perfecting ourſelves in all virtue. 
Many have been our offences, in 
thought, word, and deed, againſt 
thy divine majeſty: and many are 
{till our imperfections. But, O 
merciful Father, we beſeech thee, 
in the name of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


to pardon us now returning to thee, Þ 


with the full. purpoſe of regarding 
more ſtrictly the obligations of gra- 
titude and obedience we are under; 
and of living, for the time to come, 


more like thy ſervants, and like 
Chriſtians. 
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And now, O LoxD, confeſſing 
and renouncing all our ſins; and 
hoping for the pardon of all that is 
paſt, through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
as far only as we ſincerely endeavour 
to reform and amend whatſoever 
we know to be amiſs in - ourſelves; 
we beſeech thee, ſo to concur with 
us, by thy merciful providence, and 
good Spirit, that, in the future con- 
duct of our lives, we may better 
| anſwer the ends of our holy religi- 
on, and adorn the goſpel which we 
profeſs to believe. 

Let the experience of thy repeat- 
ed mercies, inflame us with a reſolu- 
tion of making ſuitable returns to 
them. Let the belief of future glo- 
Ties raiſe our minds above the ſor- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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did views of this world. Let the 
conſideration of thine infallible wiſ- : 
dom, and undoubted goodneſs, Þ 1 
teach us heartily and quietly to ſub- © \ 
mit ourſelves to all the diſpenſati- e 
ons of thy providence towards us, t. 

J 

0, 


as to the will of one, who hath al- 

ways wiſe and excellent purpoſes to 

ſerve; and knows what is beſt for at 
us, infinitely better than we poſſibly er 
can. Let the example of our bleſl-W tu 
ed Saviour, ever placed before our 
eyes, direct our ſteps in every ſta- 
tion of life, and every inſtance 


duty: and let our hopes and affecti- 


ons be unmoveably fixed upon thoſe ma 


rewards which are laid up in heaven 
for all who, by patient continuance 
in well-doing, ſeek after glory and 
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immortality. Finally, let the con- 
ſideration of thy holy preſence every 
where, govern all our thoughts, 
words, and actions, as under the 
eye of thy Majeſty ; and lying open 
to thee, our ſupreme Governour and 
Judge: that fo our irregular paſſi- 
ons may loſe their power over us; 
and we may daily proceed to great- 
yer degrees of all holineſs and vir- 
LI tue. 


ourſelves under thy protection, this 


i- fatherly care over us: that no evil 
of may approach us; but that our ſouls 


en and bodies may be ſafe under that 


ic good and powerful providence, in 
d which we entirely truſt, 
N 


We now particularly deſire to put 


day, or night,] and to implore thy 
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We extend likewiſe our regards 
to all the world of reaſonable crea- 
tures; and pray for the happineſs 
and good eſtate of all mankind : 
that they may all know, and wor- 
ſhip, and obey, thee, as they 
ought; and particularly, that all 
who name the name of Chriſt, may 
depart from iniquity, and live as be- 
comes his holy goſpel. Put a ſtop 
to the miſeries occaſioned by ambi- 
tion and tyranny, whether temporal 
or ſpiritual: put an end to every de- 
gree of idolatry and ſuperſtition; 
perſecution and oppreſſion: and give 
ſucceſs to the labaurs of all, who 
ſtudy the happineſs of thy crea- 
tures; and preach the goſpel of thy 
Son, in ſimplicity and love. 
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Regard, with much mercy, theſe 
nations to which we belong, Par- 
don our crying ſins: and lead all 
ſinners amongſt us to true and un- 
feigned repentance ;. that iniquity 
may not be our ruin, or prevent the 
mercies we might otherwiſe hope 
for. Pour down the choiceſt of thy 
bleſſings upon our moſt gracious ſo- 
vereign, King GeoRGE ; and fo di- 
rect him, and all that are in authori- 
ty under him; by thy gracious guid- 
ance, that they may faithfully diſ- 
charge the great truſt repoſed in 
them, by being a terror to evil-doers 
only, and a praiſe to all that do well. 
Let the rememberance of the great 
and ſolemn account to come, en- 
gage all orders of men amongſt us, 

N 2 
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conſcientiouſly to perform their du- 
ties in their ſeveral places and ſtati- 
ons, with all faithfulneſs and chari- 
ty. 
Bleſs, we beſeech thee, with all 
bleſſings of ſoul and body, our 
relations and friends : leading them 
to all virtue and happineſs here, and 
rewarding them with eternal life 
hereafter. Requite the kindneſs of 
all who have done, or deſigned, us 
any good: and pardon the malice of 
all who have done, or wiſhed, us 
any evil; guiding them to repen- 
tance, and ſhewing thy mercy upon 
them. 

We have a * ſenſe, OLoxp, of 
the miſeries experiencied in this world: 
of the wants of the poor and needy; 


3 
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of the ſickneſſes, and pains, and dif- 


treſſes, of the afflicted part of man- 
kind, We truly ſympathize with 
them : and intercede for them, 
that in thy providence they may find 
relief; and have reaſon to rejoice, 
at the end, for the days wherein 


they have ſeen adverſity. 

And now, O Logp, we again 
commend ourſelves, and all belong- 
ing to us, to thy gracious protection 
and care : referring ourſelves whol- 
ly to thee for what is truly neceſſary 
and good for us, in this world ; and 
above all entreating thee, effectual- 
ly to diſpoſe the way of thy ſervants 
towards the attainment of everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation in the world to come; 


and beſeech thee to hear and to ac- 
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cept us, as the diſciples of thy ſon 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord :. in whoſe 
name we pray unto thee, and in 
whoſe comprehenfive words we 
ſum up all our requeſts. 


Our Father, which art in heaven ; 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is done in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen, 


L 103 J 


| 2. Sele PRAYERS, Cc. out of 
> the Common- Prayer, for the uſe 
of a Family, Morning and Even- 


ing. 


Cor Ess TON. 


LMIGHTY and moſt merci- 
ful Father; we have erred 
and ſtrayed from thy ways like loſt 
f ſheep. We have followed too 
f Emuch the devices, and deſires of our 
n own hearts. We have offended a- 
d Igainſt thy holy laws. We have left 
r Jundone thoſe things which we ought 
Ito have done; and we have done 
thoſe things which we ought not to 
ave done; and here is no health 
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in us. But thou, O Loxp, have 
mercy upon us miſerable offenders. 
Spare thou them, O Gop, which 
confeſs their faults. Reſtore thou 
them that are penitent; according 
to thy promiſes declared unto man- 
kind in Chriſt, Jeſus our Lord. And 
grant, O moſt merciful Father, for 
his ſake; that we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, 'and ſober 
life, to the glory of thy holy name, 
Amen, 


LMIGHTY andeverlaſting 

Gop, who hateſt nothing 
that thou haſt made, and doſt for- 
give the fins of all them that are pe- 
nitent : create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts; that we, wor- 
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thily lamenting our fins, and ac- 
knowleging our wretchedneſs, may 
obtain of thee, the Gop of all mer- 
cy, perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. 


The two following Prayers to be uſed 
in the Morning. 


GOD, who art the author of 
peace, and lover of concord ; 
in knowlege of whom ſtandeth our 
eternal life; whoſe ſervice is perfect 
freedom: defend us thy humble ſer- 
vants, in all aſſaults of our enemies; 


that we, ſurely truſting in thy de- 
O | 
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fence, may not fear the power of 
any adverfaries, through the might 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


[ LORD, our heavenly Fa- 

ther, almighty and everlaſt- 
ing Gop, who haſt ſafely brought 
us to the beginning of this day; de- 
fend us in the fame with thy migh- 
ty power; and grant that this day 
we fall into no fin, neither run into 
any kind of danger : but that all our 


doings may be ordered by thy go- 


vernance, to do always that is righte- 
ous in thy ſight, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen.] 
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Theſe two, at Night. 


[ GOD, from whom all holy | | 
deſires, all good counſels, 
and all juſt works, do proceed ; 
give unto thy ſervants that peace, 
which the world cannot give: that 
both our hearts may be ſet to obey 
thy commandments ; and that allo 
we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may pals our time in 
reſt and quietneſs, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 


Amen, 


— — * 
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IGHTEN our darkneſs, we 

beſeech thee, O Loxp : and 

by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers. of this night, 

for the love of thy Son, our Savi- 
our, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen.] 


GOD, the protector of all 
that truſt in thee, without 
whom nothing is ſtrong, nothing is 
holy; increaſe and multiply upon 
us thy mercy : that, thou being our 
Ruler and Guide, we may fo pals 
through things temporal, that we 
finally loſe not the things eternal. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake our Lord, Amen, 
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GOD, whoſe never failing 

providence ordereth all things 
both in heaven and earth; we hum- 
bly beſeech thee to put away from 
us all hurtful things, and to give us 
thoſe things which be profitable for 
us, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


For the KING. 


LORD, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, high and mighty, King 
of kings, Lord of lords, the only 
ruler of princes, who doſt from thy 
throne behold all the dwellers upon 
earth; moſt heartily we beſeech 
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thee, with thy favour to behold our 
moſt ſovereign lord king GEORGE: 
and fo repleniſh him-with the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, that he may al- 
way incline to thy will, and walk 
in thy way. Endue him plenteouſly 
with heavenly gifts. Grant him in 
health and wealth long to- live. 
Strengthen him, that he may van- 
quiſh and overcome all his enemies; IW. 
and finally after this life he may at- 
tain everlaſting joy and felicity, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen, 178 
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For the Royal Family. 


LMIGHTY GOD, the 
fountain of all goodneſs, we 
humbly beſeech thee to bleſs their 
royal highneſſes, GeorGe, Prince 
of Wales, the Princeſs Dowager of 
Wales, the Duke, the Princeſſes, and 
Fall the Royal Family. Endue them 
with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them 
ith thy heavenly grace; proſper 
hem with all happineſs; and bring 
hem to thine everlaſting kingdom, 
hrough Jeſus Chriſt our Loxd. 
men. | | 
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Fur all Conditions of Men. 


GOD, the Creator and Pre- 
ſerver of all mankind, we 
humbly beſeech thee for all ſorts and 
conditions of men: that thou 
wouldſt be pleaſed to make thy 
ways known to them; thy ſaving 
health unto all nations. More e- 
ſpecially we pray for the good eſtate 
of the catholic church : that it may 
8 be ſo guided and ſo governed by thy 
| good Spirit, that all, who profek 
1 and call themſelves Chriſtians, may 
's be led into the way of truth; and 
hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, i 
the bond of peace, and in righteouſ 


1 
1 
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neſs of life. Finally, we commend 
to thy fatherly goodneſs, all thoſe 
who are any ways afflicted, or diſ- 
treſſed, in mind, body or eſtate: 
that it may pleaſe thee to comfort 
and relieve them, according to their 
neceſſities; giving them patience 
under their ſufferings, and a happy 
iſſue out of all their affliction. And 
this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


Amen. 


Oo GOD, whoſe nature and pro- 

perty 1s ever to have mercy 
and to forgive; receive our. humble 
petitions; and though we be tied 
and bound with the chain of our 
ſins; yet let pitifulneſs of thy great 
mercy looſe us, for the honour of 


P 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate, Amen, 


A general Thankſgiving. 


LMIGHTY GOD; Father 

of all mercies, we thine un- 
worthy ſervants do give thee moſt 
humble and hearty thanks for all 
thy goodneſs and loving kindneſs to 
us, and to all men, We bleſs thee 
for our creation, preſervation, and 
all the bleſſings of this life : but a- 
bove all for thine ineſtimable love in 
the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of 


glory. And we beſeech thee give 


I 
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us that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful; and that we may ſhew 
forth thy praiſe, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourſelves to thy ſervice, and by walk- 
ing before thee in holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs all our days, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; to whom, with 
thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
honourand glory, world without end. 


Amen, 


ALMIGHTY LORD, and 
everlaſting GOD, vouchſate, 


we beſeech thee, to direct, ſanctify, 


and govern, both our hearts and 
bodies, in the ways of thy laws, and 
in the works of thy commandments: 


” 2 
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that, through thy moſt mighty pro- 
tection, both here and ever, we 
may be preſerved in body and ſoul, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


ATE us mercifully, O Lox, 
in theſe our ſupplications and 
prayers; and diſpoſe the way of thy 
ſervants towards the attainment of 
everlaſting ſalvation : that, among 
all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, they may ever be de- 
fended by thy moſt gracious and 
ready help, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen, 
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GOD, who haſt prepared for 

them that love thee, ſuch good 
things as paſs man's underſtanding ; 
pour into our hearts ſuch love to- 
ward thee, that we, loving thee above 
all things, may obtain thy promi- 
ſes, which exceed all that we can 
deſire, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


1 RD of all power and might, 

who art the author and giver 
of all good things; graft in our 
hearts the love of thy name, in- 
creaſe in us true religion, nouriſh us 
with all goodneſs, and of great mer- 
cy keep us in the fame, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 
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UR Father, which art in 
= heaven; hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is done 
in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


HE grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of Gop, 
and the fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with us all evermore. 
Amen, 


1 
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MisTAXEs in the Printing. 


Page 37+ line 17. fer coniſcence, read conſcience, 
P. 42. laſt line, for acconnted, read accounted. 
P. 46. I. 13. for patern, read pattern. 

P. 47. I. 18. for ratioual, read rational. 

P. 57. |. 5. for happinefs, read happineſs. 

P. 68. I. 2. for arge, read large. 

P. 96. I. 9. ſor for, read for. 

P. 77. I. 2. for recreſs, read redreſs. 

P. 91. I. 4. for intreſt, read intereſt. 


